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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The purpose of a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is to provide direction to a
community on the steps that need to be taken to make it safer from the threat of wildfire.
These steps are a combination of operational and administrative initiatives to establish
and maintain a FireSmart program. Ultimately, the Township may want to work toward
completing the criteria and reaching the benchmarks of a FireSmart community.

The consultant team made a visit to the Prince Township in May of 2024. They met with
the Fire Chief to discuss objectives and timelines for the plan. The team made tours of
the community to assess forest hazard conditions around the area, as well as road
access and forest resource inventory mapping. Aerial information was also ground
truthed and fire hazard issues in and around the community were examined through
photos and forest inventory data.

Like most communities in Ontario, Prince Township could be susceptible to fire incursion
within the community during certain periods of the year. This is due to surrounding fuel
types throughout the community. Deciduous species are predominant close to most of
the homes and built-up areas. This type of deciduous forest provides a fire break from
large fires encroaching homes in summer months, though contribute to fine leafy ground
fuels in early spring and fall dry conditions. Having Lake Superior on the south and west
side of the township offers protection to the community, creating a natural fuel break. No
community is completely safe from wildfire though, and there are several things the
Township could do to make it safer from experiencing a catastrophic wildfire event.

This plan lays out several FireSmart goals for the Township, including fuel reduction in
selected areas, fire sensitive planning in future development, and ongoing public wildfire
education in the community and the formation of a FireSmart committee.

Fuel reduction close to homes and buildings is the primary FireSmart tool used to reduce
susceptibility to wildfire for a township and homeowners. It is recommended that this
effort be started by encouraging a fuel reduction program that targets areas near homes
and cottages with a high buildup of fuels nearby. This would dramatically reduce the risk
of extreme fire behavior and radiation heat sources close to structures within the
community. The Township may need to consider creating sites or using existing locations
for residents to deposit excess limbs, branches and trees to be recycled later, or to be
burned under controlled conditions in the fall or winter months.

A FireSmart committee is essential to the acceptance and continuation of the program by
community members. Town Council and the Fire Chief should consult with local MNR
staff to help facilitate the development of a committee. It is recommended that the Fire
Chief/Fire Prevention Officer take the FireSmart workshop prior to a committee being
formed, to have a fundamental understanding of the basic concepts of the FireSmart
program. FireSmart Canada offers these type courses online on their webpage.



The municipality should consider updating their local website to include Fire Hazard,
FireSmart and Fire Safety/evacuation information for residents to view with ease. Most
young people rely on social media platforms for information, so including FireSmart tips
on the Township website would be a great fire prevention tool.

The municipality currently uses a paper Fire Permit system, and permits can be
purchased online. Signs are posted to advise residents of any burning restrictions.

The consultant team has seen other municipalities institute an on-line Fire permit system
with great success. The local fire department still can complete onsite assessments
before authorizing the permit, if needed. The online system allows the fire department to
cancel permits through emails, or texting to the permit holder.

While evacuation is not a core part of FireSmart, it should be included in the public
education process. Despite the best plans and mitigation efforts, it is a reality that the
community may need to evacuate due to smoke concerns or the direct threat from an
encroaching wildfire. While the overall planning for a community evacuation is the
responsibility of community leadership, it is important for residents to know how to
prepare for and respond to a call for an evacuation. Emergency Management Ontario
(EMO) provides a variety of information for families on how to be prepared for an
emergency and, if necessary, an evacuation. Having advanced knowledge, preparation
and planning in the event of an encroaching wildfire will make a stressful time more
manageable.

As with many communities in Ontario, rural housing is in high demand and the
requirement for cottage subdivision areas grows continually. Many communities have
future developments started or planned and these developments should be designed with
FireSmart principles in mind. These include large lots and structures built away from
forest edges, homes constructed of fire-resistant materials and roads and driveways
constructed to allow for access for fire trucks and large suppression vehicles. If these
principles are applied in the planning process and development of future infrastructure in
the community, homes and other key buildings will be more fire safe.

The community should also look at passing bylaws ensuring that any new developments
of homes or cottages within the Township are built to FireSmart standards to reduce the
potential impacts of wildfire on homes in remote areas.

The MNR and the local fire department share responsibility for the provision of fire
management services, including fire suppression and prevention for the Prince Township
and the surrounding areas. Fire crews are not normally assigned to the area. The closest
Fire Management Headquarters responsible for the area is Chapleau Fire Management
Headquarters. Chapleau manages a forward attack base in Ranger Lake located
approximately 30 kilometers north of the city, and during spring hazards may station a
crew in the city to respond to any spring fires that may occur. Continued dialogue is
important with district fire managers, so staff can respond to any incidents in a timely
manner.



The Township has a cache of forest fire fighting equipment that includes a portable pump,
and 800 feet of hose, hand tools and pack pumps to use in the event values need
protection and/or attacking a forest fire near the homes and cottages. The township
should consider adding to their hose inventory to ensure they have enough equipment to
reach any fire they. MNR kits normally carry 2400 feet of hose, to allow them to get
around any fire without having to move to a different water supply. Sprinklers are valuable
tools in protecting homes against a threatening wildfire. The township could consider
adding several kits to the portable arsenal of forest fire equipment in case the need
arises. The Fire Department is encouraged to discuss training needs with the local Fire
Management Headquarters if they desire.

Encouraging homeowners to permanently install sprinklers on their homes, cottage and
outbuilding is an excellent prevention message to convey to local residents.

The Township uses social media (Facebook) and the town web page to warn citizens of
potential issues with the township boundaries that may affect them. To date this seems to
be working.

There are systems available commercially for use by townships to warn citizens of
danger situations (the township has applied in the past for funding).

Each community will have its own issues and challenges when it comes to distributing
vital information. Ensuring that the members of the community have all of the pertinent
information in times of an emergency is crucial in keeping their families and properties
safe.

The Municipality should continue to seek funding sources for a system of notifying
residents of township emergencies.



INTRODUCTION

In February of 2024, DCML Environmental, Health and Safety Services Inc. was hired by
Prince Township, to complete a Community FireSmart Risk Assessment Report for the
Township, including an onsite visit to the community to assess Fire Hazard for the
community. The Risk assessment is for the community as a whole. Further assessment
can be carried out for individual homes, and community infrastructure by community
members trained in FireSmart principles.

This Community FireSmart Risk Assessment is based on the best publicly available
information from the Ministry of Natural Resources, including numerous documents,
discussions with community members or staff familiar with the community, and an onsite
visit.

This assessment uses the FireSmart Canada program as the framework for providing
guiding principles in both the assessment and development of recommendations and
strategic planning to increase community resilience to wildfire. FireSmart Canada is a
nationally recognized set of standards, practices and programs designed to increase
community resilience to wildfires and reduce losses. The program employs a
collaborative approach to addressing wildfire hazard through education, vegetation
management, legislation and planning, development considerations, interagency
cooperation, emergency planning, and cross training. Wildfire risk reduction begins at the
individual structure level; most home loss/destruction occurs as a result of the ignition of
spot fires around the home from lofted embers. As a result, FireSmart guidelines focus on
a variety of hazard factors within the first 30m of the home including building materials,
landscape vegetation, and surrounding flammable objects and debris. With every home
that complies with FireSmart, neighbourhoods and eventually entire communities can
become FireSmart compliant and experience a significantly reduced risk of losses in the
event of a wildfire.

A

FireSmartodéds key focus is to manage wildfire ha
action, requiring the participation of individual residents, communities, government

leaders, and public and private organizations. This plan looks at two of the FireSmart

principles: emergency planning and vegetation/structure materials management.

Emergency planning involves understanding a co
making plans regarding the improvement of egress and evacuation, as well as

emergency response capabilities. Vegetation/structure materials management focuses on

determining where structure materials or flammable vegetation near homes may need to

be either removed, reduced, or replaced with different materials or fire-resistant species.

Preventat i ve structure material/ vegetation manage:l
of fuel, decreasing the chance for wildfires to propagate by embers and reducing the

severity, intensity and rate of spread. The objective of this Assessment is to identify and



assess the Township6 s hazard t o wi |ahdcomnmunitaléevel.alhidwalnds cape
help inform leaders and members of the community of the broad and local fire hazards
that may put values such as homes and critical infrastructure at risk.

This report is based on our onsite visit to confirm current forest fuel types, historical

wildfire activity, and subsequent predicted wildfire risk within the community and

surrounding areas. We have also included available information regarding the location

and density of the communitydés values, includi
home assessment information for individual structures is normally done at a later stage

within the community, by the FireSmart Committee, and/or individual homeowners.

The reportodés pri mary g ohadommusity of any wildfiredhazardsme mber s
on and adjacent to the community. Data and findings can be used to identify potential

hazard areas of focus within the community, identify information gaps, and provide

recommendations for developing a secondary and more strategically focused Community

FireSmart Plan. The long-term goal of FireSmart is to appreciably reduce the threat of

wildfire to the community by following the guiding principles of the FireSmart program.

Based on the Canadian FireSmart Home Assessment scoring system, the long-term goal

therefore is to bring the site/structure hazard scores down to moderate-low for each

structure, and eventually for the entire community.

Prince is a township in the Province of Ontario. It is located in the district of Algoma, at
the western end of Highway 550(second line road), 15 kilometres west of the city of Sault
Ste. Marie. It was once a thriving farming community, but is rapidly losing farm acreages,
and increasingly seeing more residential home and cottage construction throughout the
township.

The most recent population estimate for the Township is approximately 975 people,
based on a 2021 census. According to the latest municipal data, the Township has
approximately 95 square kilometers in area and has approximately 462 private dwellings.
The population has decreased slightly since the 2016 census.

The township has always been closely associated with the Sault Ste. Marie and contracts
several services with the city. Gros Cap is the only named community within the township
boundaries.

The Township is responsible for maintenance of all the streets and gravel roads
throughout, with the exception of the highway.

Primarily forested except for some left over farming blocks adjacent to the highway in the
southern sector, the township is located on the shores of Lake Superior. The Township
has 14 wet hydrants located along highway 550 through the center of the community for
fire department uses. All homes have their own wells and water/sewer systems.

Through proper planning, Prince Township can reduce its risk of negative wildfire impacts
and increase the ability to respond to wildfire emergencies. It is normally the community



and stakeholders who are best at assessing their current conditions and finding solutions
that work for them and their needs. Through FireSmart planning and the FireSmart
Neighbourhood Recognition Program, communities can proactively mitigate much of the
risk and respond to wildfires successfully.

The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), Forest Fire and Emergency Services branch is
currently encouraging communities to develop FireSmart Plans with a strategic approach
to developing processes to mitigate the approach of wildfire into communities.
Community plans identify higher risk areas inside the community and provide suggested
FireSmart processes that can be implemented to help protect values should a wildfire
occur.



THE PLANNING PROCESS

The planning process outlined in this document includes five steps to create a

comprehensive, workable fire plan. By following these steps, Prince Township should be

able to achieve wide stakeholder involvement, assess vulnerabilitestoac o mmuni t y 6 s
current resources and infrastructure, identify areas that need improvement and

implement an emergency response and hazard mitigation plan.
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STEP 1 - IDENTIFY STAKEHOLDERS

Community Contact List

PHONE #

FAX #

MUNICIPAL OFFICE

(705) 779-2992

(807) 779-2725

FIRE DEPARTMENT
FIRE DISPATCH

(705) DIAL 911

ONTARIO SHARE
SERVICES OFFICE SAULT
STE MARIE

(800)-267-8097

MINISTRY OF NATURAL
RESOURCES CHAPLEAU
FIRE MANAGEMENT
HEADQUARTERS

(705) 864-3127

MINISTRY OF NATURAL
RESOURCES SAULT STE
MARIE DISTRICT

(705) 941-5120

HYDRO ONE 1-800-434-1235
COMMUNICATIONS
HYDRO ONE 1(888) 664-9376

OPP SAULT STE MARIE
OFFICE

(705) 945-6833

MINISTRY OF
TRANSPORTATION,
OFFICE

(800)-267-8097




STEP 21 DESCRIBE THE COMMUNITY

Prince is a township located within Algoma District, west of the municipality of Sault Ste.
Marie. Although the township is not part of the city, most municipal services are
contracted to the city.

The only named community within the township is Gros Cap. Most mail and telephone
services are part of the Sault Ste. Marie telephone exchange.

Prince Lake is a naturally spring fed lake within the township and is a long-standing
settlement for permanent residents and seasonal vacationers.

One of the largest Wind Farms in Canada, (the Prince Township Wind Farm) is centered
in the northern sector of the township. It provided enough electricity to serve 20,000
homes. It is managed by Brascan Power Wind company.

2021 census data showed the population estimates to be approximately 975 people and
there are approximately 462 households.

The community offers no services, relying on Sault Ste. Marie to provide all services
needed by the community. This includes schools, hospital services, phone, road
maintenance etc.

Prince Township is a typical forested community in Ontario with no municipal center.

The balance of the Township is made up of large tracts of deciduous forests, such as
birch, poplar and maples, interspersed with creeks and mixed wood stands. There are
no remote individual homes that could be threatened by a wildfire and there are three
cottage areas, Prince Lake, south shore on Lake Superior, and west shore of Lake
Superior within the township. Two of the cottage areas host both full time and season
homes.

There are some remote camps(shacks) located throughout the township, but most are in
disrepair.

FireSmart Management Zones

The planning team has concentrated efforts on identifying hazards and risks for the
community as a whole. They have viewed examples of well tended properties, as well
as unprepared homes near forested areas that could be at risk if a fire occurred in the
vicinity. Forests adjacent to homes within the Township need to be assessed on an
individual basis for fire risk as per FireSmart planning guidelines. The planning team has
created 4 zones for the community that will be discussed in a later section, with regard
to risks and hazards for planning purposes.



Prince Township office

Town Firehall incorporated into Municipal office complex



PRINCE TOWNSHIP FIRE HAZARD MAP
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Hazard map
Prince Township Fire Department

Prince Township Fire Department manages one fire hall, located as part of municipal
office and provides fire response to all areas of the Township. The department has 18
active members on the fire department, including 2 ex MNR fire fighters. These fire
fighters provide wildland fire training exercises to the other members each spring as a
refresher course in wildland fire training. The Township has access to automatic mutual
aid from neighbouring Sault Ste. Marie, when requested.

The community has an agreement with the MNR to provide fire suppression resources
to remote areas of the Township where access is limited (basically the township looks
after the community, 800 feet on either side highway corridor and road systems, and the
MNR looks after remote areas of the township).

The Fire Department has three (3) fire response vehicles at its disposal, all located at the
fire hall. Two of the vehicles have pumper capabilities (one a 1000 gallons 4x4
freightliner and the other a 2000-gallon pumper/tanker), and a rapid response trailer with
a 250-gallon tank on it. The town owns one Mark 3 pump, 8 lengths of hose, 2 backpack
pumps and an assortment of hand tools to respond to local area wildfires. A newer crew



cab vehicle has been purchased and is being outfitted to respond to remote wildfire
locations if needed.

Preventative Measures or Bylaws

The Township has bylaws in place to restrict/control summer burning of grass and brush
in all areas within its control. Included are seasonal permits for campfires and incinerators
and site specific one time permits for brush/slash pile burning. The bylaws are derived
from sections of the Forest Fires Prevention Act to control unwanted burning. Burning
permits are obtained from the Fire Department, after an inspection of the site being
burned.

Burning of any type including campfires requires a burning permit which is issued either
for a specific purpose or seasonally for campfires. The Township regularly suspends
burning permits due to high to extreme hazards when it is deemed necessary. The bylaw
includes fines for offenses and the ability for suppression cost collection if desired.

The Fire Department does have an active social media account to promote fire safety
awareness and hazard warnings for residents and visitors to access where fire concerns
and/or restrictions are currently imposed.

Fire permits are initiated by an application to the local fire department. Fire Permits can
be purchased online. Normally sites are not inspected prior to permits being issued. The
Fire Department may cancel permits or institute a burning ban at any time.

The MNR regularly installs high hazard/restricted fire zone signs during high to extreme
burning conditions, or when Restricted Fire Zones are in effect. They also provide local
radio messaging to the surrounding community members with updated information on
burning conditions and current regulations. The Fire Department is very active in Fire
Prevention, promoting fire prevention and safety initiatives. They hold a community event
each year promoting fire safety topics. The Township has very active
Facebook/Instagram account and promotes prevention activities regularly.

To warn residents of fire restrictions, the township relies on local new sources SooToday
and the Sault Star to promote any restrictions. They also have large display signs that
would be prominently displayed on the one road into the township, and to Prince Lake
advising residents of any fire concerns. To date, the Township has not had any issues
with residents burning during restrictions.



STEP 3 - INFRASTRUCTURE AND PROPERTY ASSESSMENT

The plan separates the Township into four zones, divided by the local subdivisions and
the remote areas. Prince Township is surrounded on the west side by Lake Superior
creating a great fire break, and raising humidity levels, but increasing wind events as
storms cross the lake. There are large areas of sprawling forests covered in birch and
maple with some mixed wood forests, making for low to moderate hazardous fuel types,
decreasing the risk of a major fire spread for most of the fire season. Spring and fall
seasons would be the typical hazard period for the municipality when foliar moisture is at
it lowest, and the leafy debris on the ground would be the driest.

If a wildfire did develop in close proximity to or within the Township, community
infrastructure is constructed mainly of fire-resistant materials and is located in low fire risk
areas. For the most part, these structures have been built with FireSmart principles in
mind (properties cleared and kept clean). The Town Office and Fire Hall are located
within the core of the Township are located in relatively fire safe areas and the grounds
surrounding the structures are free from flammable materials.

Fire hydrants are accessible along the main highway only in the community proper.

The water pumping station for water supply to the city of Sault Ste. Marie is located at the
west end of the township along the shore of Lake Superior.

West end Highway 550, Gros Cap.
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Estimated Property and Infrastructure at Risk

A site assessment was completed for the Township in the spring of 2024. The Township
is best described as being a rural forested community with no urban built-up area. There
are several cottage subdivisions areas within the township boundaries, and new and
older urban houses are scattered throughout the township. The southern cottage
subdivision had many year-round residences, Prince Lake has a mix of year-round and
season, and the western cottage area is seasonal only.
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Northern Ontario township site in close proximity to Lake Superior to the west, urban
city to the east and hardwood forests to the throughout.
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Prince Lake Cottage area

Lake Superior South cottage area




West cottage area along Lake Superior

The planning team observed that the southern cottage areas are located in hardwood
forests reducing the threat of any catastrophic fire event. Spring and late fall seasons
could see fires move through dry leaf material close to cottage areas, so precautions still
need to be implemented. The west cottage area is down a steep embankment with
some more conifer type fuels near the shore. Prince Lake cottage area is in a moderate
fuel type area, with mostly hardwoods, mixed with conifer fuel types.

The planning team observed that with all of the subdivisions in the township,
homes/cottages back onto deciduous forest fuels nearest the property lines. Some
outbuildings are in close proximity to fuels and could be at risk for encroaching fires due
to the close proximity of fuels within a 30-meter zone around the buildings.

All community infrastructure is constructed in safe areas in the center portion of the
Township with cleared areas (town office, water pump station, firehall, etc.) and grassy
areas surrounding most of it. The Town office does have some conifer trees within the
30-meter FireSmart zone and fuels within the 1.5-meter zone of the office complex that
could be removed to ensure it complies with FireSmart Guidelines.
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Fire Hall in Fire Safe area.
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Pump House made out of cement some flammable fuels nearby, but no concerns.

Marina Building in Firesafe area.
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Homes and cottages imbedded in forest fuels.
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ECONOMIC VALUES AT RISK

There are no economic values at risk within the township. There are a few home
businesses within the community but not threatened. Most community members work in
the city of Sault Ste. Marie.

The windmill site, though an economic value is not threatened by fire. any buildings are
metal clad, and the towers are immune from fire threat.

UTILITIES - Hydro Lines and Communication s Towers

Windmill site
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Hydro line run though various sections of the township. They appear to have limited
maintenance being done on them and could contribute to fire causes in high wind events.
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NATURAL RESOURCE VALUES AT RISK

The Algoma Forest is a Forest Management Unit administered by the MNR in the Sault
Ste. Marie/Wawa Districts, Northeast Region. There are no active logging operations
planned on crown land within the township boundaries.

P
&

[~ Highway B Harvest + Community
{~—Primary road [ site prep Private land
—Local B Tending Federal/First Nation reserve land|

Primary road corridor 77 Parkiconservation reserve
gsranch road corridor Lake/river

From time to time some private land logging occurs within the township boundaries.
During our visit in 2024 we observed one small logging operation being conducted in the
center of the township in a hardwood forest area.
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Imagery and Road map.

The Township is serviced by only 1 highway, Highway 550(second line road) accessing
the township from Highway 17 and Sault Ste Marie, 15 kilometers to the east. The road
terminates at the water treatment plant on the shores of Lake Superior. Numerous side
road insect the main highway leaving to private residents and cottages. There is a gravel
road stretching north from the highway to the windfarm. Access from the north into the
windfarm is gated to reduce public traffic. Access to the west cottage area is a branch

road off this main gravel road.
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Highway 550 through community
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Gravel road to west cottage area
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Township boundary looking west.

Township eastern boundary airport road
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All roads are signed for easy identification.

All roads are signed for easy identification for first responders, and all houses are
numbered along the highway to quickly determine locations for first responders.

Cottage roads and roads into individual cottages were observed to be narrow and roads
were heavily treed, which could make it difficult for large fire trucks to access quickly if
needed. The fire chief did indicate they have had fire response vehicles to all areas of the
township though.

Narrow cottage road off highway 550
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All homes are identified with numbers for easy identification.
Private Dwellings and Infrastructure

Many of the houses in Prince Township are urban homes with accompanying out
buildings such as sheds and garages that back onto forested lands. The homes in the
farmland areas are in open areas and for the most part do not face any significant fire
risk. Some of the homes on the outside of every subdivision were observed to be prone
to potential fire impact and could use work to make them safer. Removing vegetation
and dried material from close proximity
and buildings is crucial to staying fire safe.
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Good example of homes with well maintained yard, trees trimmed up 2 metres.
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Evaluating Fire History

According to MNR records, Prince Township has a low fire occurrence. The OMNR has
responded to only 9 fires within a 25-kilometer zone around the Township between 1998
and 2023, most of which were man caused. Industrial forest operations caused 1 fire in
this period, and lightning caused fires numbered 1.

The Township has not experienced any larger fires in the past. This can be attributed to
fuel types and proximity to Lake Superior.

Prince Township Fire Department indicates they respond to 18 grass/brush or forest fires
in a 15-year period. While most of these were man caused, they have responded to
several lightning caused fires as well.

The Township has an agreement with the MNR to assist with fires within the township
boundaries. The town fire department has the responsibility for the road corridors and
800 feet on either side of each road. The MNR would look at fires in the rest of the
township boundary. When needed either party can ask for assistance on fires in each
ot hersdé areas.

MNR FIRE HISTORY
MNRFIRE NUMBEF FIRE_YEA  FIRE CAUSE FIRE_START_DA FIRE_FINAL_SL

SAU47 1998 RES 05/21/1998 0.1
SAU3 1999 MIS 04/25/1999 0.8
SAU7 2000 REC 04/24/2000 0.1

SAUS5 2000 IDO 10/29/2000 0.1
SAU1 2005 RES 04/09/2005 15

SAU36 2006 LTG 07/09/2006 0.1

SAUS53 2007 REC 08/05/2007 0.3
SAU7 2008 MIS 09/02/2008 0.1

SAU12 2019 REC 08/17/2019 0.1

PRINCE TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT FIRE HISTORY
2022¢1 2021¢0 2020¢ 2

2019¢0 2018¢0 2017¢1
2016¢ 1 2015¢ 2 2014¢0
2013¢1 2012¢1 2011¢6
2010¢ 3 2009-0
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MNR FIRE HISTORY MAP 1 Prince Township

B Prince
Fire History
1993 - 2023
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Waste Management Facilities

Prince Township has no waste disposal sites. Waste disposal is contracted to the city of
Sault Ste Marie and garbage is picked up weekly. There are no facilities to take brush
and woody debris in the township area.

Wildfire Risk and Hazard Assessment (Satellite/  Forest Resource Inventory ( FRI)
Data Analysis)

By analyzing the satellite data and ground truthing, we can determine that the overall
forest health of the Township area is quite good. There is little sign of poor health among
treed areas, which lessens susceptibility to fire impact. Historically, wildfires that have
occurred in the area have remained small and have not had the opportunity to spread or
get out of control.

Based on our assessments, we have concentrated efforts on distinct areas (built up
areas). The other area is remote in nature, with only a few structures within the zone.
Therefore, this area is grouped together as a whole. Two of the areas we call cottage
subdivision areas and are separated and rated individually as to their hazard and risks.
The last zone is called the southern zone and encompasses the south Lake Superior
cottage areas and the farming zone of the southern sector of the township.
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Hazard Assessment - Prince Township

This plan is directed at taking a holistic view for each of the identified zones. The planning
team has focused on the main community and its subdivisions as critical areas within the
Township that could be impacted by wildfires. We have divided up the community into 4
zones (2 subdivision areas, the southern zone and the remote areas within the township)

Individual home assessments can be completed by the homeowner, or a trained
individual with some online learning tools.

Prince Township Zone Map

The community is surrounded by mature birch, maple and poplar forests, on rocky hills
throughout the northern sectors of the township. There is some scattered spruce and
balsam mixed wood areas throughout the township as well. The southern zone is partly
older farmland areas, with hardwood stands closer to the southern boundary and Lake
Superior.
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Most areas adjacent to the housing areas are comprised of mixed forests heavy with
young hardwood fuels, with serve to reduce fire hazard risks during the summers.

Zone 1 Southern Zone
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Zone 1 is classified Low to Moderate, as a whole. The areas to the west are low, in
strictly hardwood forests, and there is an area in the middle of the zone that is mixed

wood, thereby classified as moderate, and a couple smaller conifer areas that are
classified as high hazard areas.

The threat to this area lies in the shoulder seasons, where fine fuels (leaves and grasses
are dry and the area could be susceptible to wind driven fires.

Although formal home and site assessments were not completed, it was noted that most
homes on the exterior of the subdivision have a buffer around their homes.
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Homes with buffer zones to poplar and birch fuel types

Narrow roads, through hardwood forests.
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Town Office buildings are in secure areas with some flammable fuels in the 1.5-meter
zone.
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HAZARD ASSESSMENT: Zone 1 Southern Zone

Forest Vegetation - There is an abundance of Hardwood components in the surrounding
lands throughout to zone, particularly near homes boundaries. The older farm blocks are
large grassy areas, with some hardwood starting to regenerate along the edges. Next to
the built-up areas there is a boundary of poplar and birch fuels for a buffer zone. For the
most part the area has green grasses and open spaces around the homes and cottages.
Overall, these forest fuels contribute O points to the hazard ratings.

Surface Vegetation 1 throughout the Zone, there is a mix of lawns, wild grasses and
shrubs surrounding homes and other buildings. There are some dead or downed woody
materials near homes and cottages. This range of conditions gives_10 points to the
hazard rating.

Ladder Fuels i at the forest edge, for the most part, there are limited ladder fuels. Around
most of the town infrastructure, the community has removed most fuels close to buildings.
Homes on the outside of the subdivision have a buffer of poplar and birch forests in the
vicinity of the structures and outbuildings. Overall, the rating is continuous, contributing 0
points to the hazard rating.

Slope i most of the Zone is flat to rolling. The northern sector of the zone rises sharply
(rock cliffs) behind the homes on the north side of the highway to the next zone. Slope
rating for the Zone as a whole is 8.

Therefore, the total hazard rating for the community is 18, which classifies the Area
Hazard Level as LOW.

Recommendation Zone 1

This area is relatively safe from fires as a whole. Some homes to the south of the
highway could be impacted by early season grass type fires and should be
assessed. the municipality should allow, and encourage homeowners to remove
fuels around their properties, according to FireSmart principles outlined on
FireSmart Can akdanéosvners showddibé encouraged to FireSmart

their properties in particular the zones closest to homes and outbuildings. Any
approvals for new buildings on homeownerso6 pro
having to demonstrate how they will make their home and property FireSmart, ie.

clear property away to 30 meters from any buildings and using firesafe building
materials.
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Using the AREA HAZARD ASSESSMENT FORM, we find the following: ZONE 1.

FACTOR PAGE REF CHARACTERISTICS | AND POINT RATINGS SCORE
Forest Vegetation Page Deciduous Mixed wood Coniferous
(overstory) reference
Separated ontinuous 0
0 15 15 30
Surface Vegetation Lawn or non- Wild grass or Dead and down woody
combustible shrubs material
_ 10
materials
Scattered Abundant
0
5 5 15
Ladder Fuels Absent Scattered Continuous
0 5 10 0
Slope 07 10% 107 25% >25%
0 Even |gullied Even Gullied 8
4 5 8 10
Position on Slope Valley bottom or Mid-slope Upper-slope
lower slope
0
0
3 5
TOTAL SCORE FOR 18
FACTORS
AREA HAZARD LOW
LEVEL
Hazard level low-<21 moderate 21-29 high 30-35 extreme >35 points
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Zone 2 Prince Lake Zone

Zone 2 comprises homes and cottages on Prince Lake The area is hilly, with mostly
mixed wood fuels throughout.

Prince Lake fuel types
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